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Dublin City Council Planning Department 

Civic Offices, Wood Quay 

Dublin 8                                                                                       29th January 2021 

 

RE: Change of use of Nos. 29 and 30 Fitzwilliam Street Lower and Nos. 61 and 

62 Mount Street Upper Dublin 2 – Ref: 3972/20 

                  

Dear Executive Manager, 

 

Dublin Civic Trust wishes to object to the proposed change of use of the above 

buildings from museum use to residential use as proposed under Ref: 3972/20.  

 

The Number Twenty-Nine Georgian House Museum has been an integral cultural 

offering in the south Georgian core for over two decades and is a vital element in the 

interpretation of the Georgian city for both citizens and visitors to Dublin and 

Ireland. It provided a unique opportunity to observe and learn about a major strand 

of Dublin’s modern history and its material culture in an authentically recreated 

setting, expertly curated and furnished with fine Irish furniture, artwork and 

domestic elements. 

 

The museum was the only example of its kind in the capital, providing access 

behind a typical Georgian façade in a city that is being steadily denuded of small-

scale cultural attractions and historic premises of public interest. The museum was 

particularly popular with international visitors and with many thousands of 

schoolchildren who visited each year as a rare opportunity to engage with Dublin’s 

built and social history in an interactive educational facility, complete with 

audio/visual interpretation. In short, the museum served as the only comprehensive 

and experiential showcase of Georgian Dublin and its domestic world.  

 

The ESB is to be commended for the commitment it demonstrated in creating and 

maintaining the museum since the early 1990s, delivered as a ‘Dublin Millennium’ 

project with a permanent ambition, not merely a temporary exhibition.  
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However, the applicant’s claim that the proposed subdivision of the museum for 

residential use achieves Development Plan policy objectives relating to residential 

repopulation of the historic city core patently does not align with the obliteration of 

virtually the only publicly accessible museum building that interprets and 

showcases this built heritage.  

 

Indeed, the applicant notes that “the loss of the museum use is acknowledged as an 

impact on the cultural and special interest [of the structure]” but this is neither 

elucidated nor quantified. We put forward that extinguishing this cultural facility in 

a designated Protected Structure, and in a Conservation Area dominated 

overwhelmingly by office/commercial use, has a significantly negative impact on the 

cultural significance of the Protected Structure and the historic district in which it is 

sited.  

 

Policy CHC4 (Conservation Areas) notes: “The Council will consider the contribution of 

existing uses to the special interest of an area when assessing change of use 

applications and will promote compatible uses which ensure future long-term 

viability.”  

 

It is put forward that the change of use of this significant cultural attraction 

diminishes the special interest of the South Georgian Core conservation area, 

notwithstanding the high-quality residential use proposed, through the loss of the 

only facility that interprets its special character and its outstanding universal value.    

 

11.1.5.6 (Conservation Areas) notes: “In considering applications for change of use, 

the contribution of particular uses to the character of areas needs to be considered, 

the value that the local community places on particular buildings or uses is 

also important [emphasis added].  

 

Further Development Plan provisions protect cultural assets: 

 

CHC29 (Culture) notes: “Dublin City Council will seek insofar as possible to protect 

the cultural and artistic use of buildings in established cultural quarters.” 

 

CHC43 (Culture) notes: “To protect and improve the city’s cultural tourism amenities 

and the natural and built environment that forms the basis of Dublin city’s 

attractiveness for tourists, including niche tourism products.” 
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Additionally, we contend that the omission of this change of use proposal from the 

parent planning application for the adjacent ESB headquarters site, Ref. 3052/14 

(amended), comprising almost 50,000sqm of largely commercial office space, half of 

which was speculative in intent, over a substantial 1.2 hectares of prime urban 

land, amounts to project splitting and a disingenuous effort by the applicant to 

conceal the corporate aspiration to close the museum. Simply put, if the current 

change of use was proposed in 2014, it would have been dismissed by Dublin City 

Council and conditioned to remain as a core cultural offering amidst the relative 

dearth of mixed use in this vast urban block owned by the ESB.   

 

Dublin Civic Trust, along with the rest of the built heritage and conservation 

community in Dublin, is deeply disappointed at the lack of any apparent effort by 

the ESB to secure a bridging facility or alternative house museum to replace the 

only example of its kind in the capital. As a semi-state corporate body, owned by 

and operated for the citizens of Ireland, the ESB held a moral and social obligation 

to ensure an alternative was provided for in liaison with relevant stakeholders, 

including with Dublin City Council, National Museum, Fáilte Ireland and NGOs – 

avoiding the vacuum that has now been created in an already sparsely interpreted 

field. This also undermines The Historic City of Dublin’s status on Ireland’s 

UNESCO World Heritage Site tentative list.  

 

The Trust is also disappointed that the entire museum, a cultural artefact in its own 

right, imagined, crafted and sustained by countless expert, professional and 

volunteer efforts, in a period when there was a small body of interest and expertise 

in Dublin, has been dismembered by ESB. The house is now denuded of its National 

Museum of Ireland contents, walls and floors have been opened up for analysis, and 

a variety of other interventions made for fire upgrading. We must ask, why is there 

no comprehensive photographic survey included in the application, as is a standard 

requirement for a Protected Structure? What has happened to the museum-grade 

wallpapers, carpets and decorative finishes? These elements may now be considered 

part of the special character of the Protected Structure but no information is 

provided about them. This veil, drawn over a public cultural asset, is entirely 

unacceptable.  

 

The Trust regrets to conclude that the Number Twenty-Nine Georgian House 

Museum has effectively been annihilated by ESB without any public consultation, 

either with the people of Dublin or its customer base. It is a shocking indictment of 

the corporate outlook of Ireland’s leading state utility that such unilateral and 

unjustifiable action has been taken.  
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In this regrettable context, the only meaningful course of redress by ESB is to 

maintain public access to this Protected Structure as a museum facility and, 

additionally, to explore options for developing a more substantial interpretation of 

the city’s Georgian heritage in liaison with all stakeholders.  

 

We trust Dublin City Council will take these views into consideration and refuse 

permission to extinguish this rare example of museum use in the heart of Dublin’s 

south Georgian core.  

 

 

 

Yours sincerely,             

  

 
                
Geraldine Walsh 
Chief Executive Officer                                                          
Dublin Civic Trust                                                                       


